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AGENDA  

DAY 2

8:30 - 8:35

SYMPOSIUM WELCOME

8:35 - 9:00

OPENING REMARKS

9:00 - 9:45

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

"Housing Headwinds in 2021"

10:00 - 11:15

PANEL ONE

Affordable Housing 

& Health

11:25 - 12:40 

PANEL TWO

COVID & Affordable Housing

12:45 - 12:50 

AWARD PRESENTATION

12:50 - 1:00

WRAP UP

Ellie Rigby, Chair 

RRHN

Bob Adams, Executive Director

HousingForward VA

Robert Dietz, Ph.D., SVP & Chief Economist

National Association of Home Builders

Ellie Rigby, Moderator

PANELISTS:

Vanessa Briggs, Brandywine Foundation

Andy Kegley, H.O.P.E Inc.

David Prosser, Freedom First

Molly Roberts, Carilion Clinic

Andrew McCoy, Moderator

PANELISTS:

Mel Jones, Virginia Tech

Johnathan Knopf, HousingForward VA 

Maria Saxton, Hill Studio 

Presentation of the Affordable Housing

Advocacy Award



ROBERT DIETZ

SVP & Chief Economist, National Association of Home Builders 

Robert Dietz, Ph.D. is the Chief Economist for NAHB, where he leads a team of 12

economists whose responsibilities include forecasts of housing and economic trends,

survey research, and home building industry and policy analysis. Dr. Dietz has published

academic research on the private and social benefits of homeownership, federal tax

expenditure estimation, and other housing topics. He is the nation’s leading analyst of the

residential construction industry.

Dr. Dietz has testified before the House Ways and Means Committee, the Senate Finance

Committee, and the Senate Banking Subcommittee on Economic Policy on housing,

economic and tax issues. He is a member of the Blue Chip, Wall Street Journal and other

top national forecasting panels, has co-chaired the National Association for Business

Economics construction/real estate group, and is commonly cited on CNBC, the Wall

Street Journal, the Washington Post and NPR. 

Prior to joining NAHB in 2005, Robert worked as an economist for the Congressional Joint

Committee on Taxation where he estimated the federal budget impact of tax law

changes associated with housing and real estate issues. He is a native of Dayton, Ohio,

attended George Washington University as an undergraduate and earned a Ph.D. in

Economics from The Ohio State University in 2003.

 KEYNOTE SPEAKER BIO

BOB ADAMS

Executive Director, HousingForward Virginia

Bob Adams previously served as the Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer

of Community Housing Partners (CHP) for nearly a decade. During his tenure, CHP

significantly expanded its multifamily development activity and created a NeighborWorks

Homeownership Center serving Hampton Roads. His resume includes leadership positions

at the National Low Income Housing Coalition, Virginia Department of Housing and

Community Development, and Virginia Housing (formerly VHDA). Bob serves on a variety

of national and local Boards and Advisory Committees including the Advisory Council of

the Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta.
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ANDY KEGLEY

Executive Director, H.O.P.E. Inc. 

Andy Kegley has served as Executive Director of Helping Overcome Poverty’s Existence,

Inc. (HOPE) since its merger with Mountain Shelter, Inc. in 2007. Prior to that, he was the

founding board chair in 1991, and became Executive Director of Mountain Shelter in 1995.

He served as chairman of the Wythe County Board of Supervisors in 1992, and was news

editor of the Wytheville Enterprise from 1993-1994.

Kegley completed the Achieving Excellence program at the Kennedy School of

Government at Harvard in 2007, served as the chairman of the board of Fahe from 2012-

16, and on boards of Virginia Housing Alliance, the New River Land Trust and the Wythe

County Public Schools Foundation for Excellence. In 2018, he led the opening of HOPE’s

social enterprise, the Open Door Café, a ‘donate-what-you-can restaurant. He was the

recipient of the VHA 7th annual Virginia S. Peters Housing Award in 2010.

A native of Roanoke, a graduate of the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee

with a major in Natural Resources, he lives with his wife on a 300-acre family farm outside

Wytheville. When he’s not managing the non profit housing agency, he relaxes on his non

profit family farm, enjoying implementation of conservation practices, rotational grazing

of cattle, running and reading. 

VANESSA BRIGGS

President & CEO, Brandywine Health Foundation

Vanessa Briggs is a native to Philadelphia, and a renowned leader in the field of public

health.  Ms. Briggs applies her expertise to working with communities to solve complex

problems through multi-sectoral strategic partnerships, community engagement, health

promotion and education, and disease management interventions. Prior to joining

Brandywine Health Foundation, Ms. Briggs served as Vice President of Community Health

in Maryland and Executive Director for Health Promotion Council -- which is an affiliate of

Public Health Management Corporation -- for 15 years. During her time at the Health

Promotion Council, Briggs led a team and enhanced the organization's budget three-fold,

while developing and leading several large-scale regional and national childhood health

equity initiatives. Briggs’ prowess optimizes the capacity of nonprofit organizations by

building multi-sector partnerships between health providers, policymakers, and community

members.
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DAVID PROSSER

SVP of Community Development, Freedom First Credit Union

Dave Prosser is Senior Vice President of Community Development at Freedom First Credit

Union (FFCU), where he has worked since 2004. Freedom First serves the Roanoke and

New River Valleys of Southwest Virginia, with ten branches, over 52,000 members and

over $650 million in assets. Freedom First is a certified Community Development Financial

Institution (CDFI) and is also designated as a Low-Income Credit Union, both which

expand Freedom First’s outreach to families in need.

Freedom First has long been a force for economic development in its investment area.

Providing project development through grant funding, Dave deploys and oversees a

comprehensive suite of Impact Banking products. These products include loans, financial

services, and developmental services that provide credit-challenged, low- and very-low

income consumers with continual access to financial security. Freedom First’s

commitment to that effort is apparent in the products and programs designed specifically

to meet the transportation, housing, workforce development, and economic revitalization

efforts in its community. Freedom First also assists in the banking needs of those in the

low- and middle-income market by addressing credit and asset building challenges with

financial education.

Dave is also the Executive Director of Freedom First Enterprises, a 501(c)(3) charitable

organization under Freedom First’s umbrella that acts as a loan fund, financial provider,

capital provider, and economic development driver in the Appalachia region. Through

Freedom First Enterprises, Dave has developed a special focus on financial wellness and

health equity in the region – specifically how financial stress can negatively impact

physical and mental health. 

Dave earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from The Ohio State

University and his Masters of Business (MBA) from Averett University. 

DAY 2

PANEL ONE BIOS

2021 HOUSING SYMPOSIUM 

MOLLY ROBERTS

Community Benefit Manager, Carilion Clinic

Public health professional with years of experience in outbreak investigation, infectious

disease epidemiology and control, relationship building with community partners, public

speaking, and program planning and evaluation. Experienced working under HIPAA

guidelines and local and state regulations. Strong customer service and interpersonal

skills. Former public health department employee turned not-for-profit healthcare

employee in planning, community health and outreach, and community development. 
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ANDREW MCCOY, PHD

Professor & Director, Virginia Center for Housing Research at
Virginia Tech

Dr. McCoy is the Preston and Catharine White Endowed Fellow and Associate Director of

the Myers-Lawson School of Construction (MLSoC) and Director of the Virginia Center for

Housing Research (VCHR) at Virginia Tech. He is also Professor of Building Construction in

the Myers-Lawson School of Construction, a joint venture of the College of Engineering

and the College of Architecture and Urban Studies

Dr. McCoy has authored over 100 articles and his main area of research focuses on how

innovation progresses through the residential construction industry and how it can make

homes more affordable and sustainable. He has secured over $6 million as principal

investigator on federal and state research grants focused on housing affordability, green

building technologies, and construction safety, among other issues. Notable funded

endeavors include: 1) The Commonwealth of Virginia's Executive Order 32 study

"Addressing the Impact of Housing Affordability for Virginia’s Economy"; 2) HUD's " Impact

of Market Behavior on the Adoption and Diffusion of Innovative Green Building

Technologies," A Sustainable Communities Research grant; 3) NIOSH's “The Case for a

Whole Industry Approach to Safety,” a grant on safety across cultures and sectors of the

construction industry and 4) Housing Virginia's "The Impact of Energy Efficient

Construction for LIHTC Housing in Virginia." Dr. McCoy’s research won the 2015 Game

Changer Award for the State of Virginia and Engineering News Record's 2014 "Top 20

under 40" for the Mid-Atlantic. Dr. McCoy's work also won ASCE's Journal of Architectural

Engineering "Top Paper Award 2015" and the American Real Estate Society conference’s

"best paper prize for the topic of Sustainable Real Estate."
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MEL JONES

Research Scientist & Associate Director, Virginia Center for Housing
Research at Virginia Tech

Mel is a research scientist and Associate Director of the Virginia Center for Housing

Research at Virginia Tech. Mel leads housing studies and housing research in Virginia and

across the country. She specializes in quantitative analysis and data driven policy

connecting housing to broad urban issues including economic and community

development, individual economic opportunity, and well-being.
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MARIA SAXTON, PHD

Environmental Planner and Housing Researcher, Hill Studio
Founder, NANO - Tiny Life Innovators

Maria Saxton recently received her Ph.D. from Environmental Design and Planning from

Virginia Tech. Her dissertation explored the ecological footprint of tiny home downsizers,

finding how tiny homes are one way to live a more environmentally-friendly lifestyle. She is

currently an environmental planner and housing specialist at Hill Studio in Roanoke,

Virginia and serves on the board of the Tiny Home Industry Association. 

NANO offers high-impact consulting services to achieve measurable success with towns

and cities interested in developing tiny home communities or similar communities that

focus on sustainable design. To build upon this interest and generate momentum within

communities, NANO provides numerous rapid-cycle consulting services.
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JONATHAN KNOPF

Senior Research Associate, HousingForward Virginia

Jonathan directs HousingForward's research and program efforts across the

commonwealth. This work includes regional and local housing needs assessments, policy

generation and implementation, and communications strategies. He specializes in telling

stories about Virginia’s housing challenges through data and regularly presents at

conferences and events throughout the state. Jonathan has a Masters in Urban and

Regional Planning from Virginia Commonwealth University, where he also teaches an

introductory urban planning course. Jonathan currently serves as president of his local

civic association and is an active volunteer with several housing organizations in the

Richmond region. 


